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As we wrap up this extraordinary school 
year, we are grateful for the strong support 
of our D63 parents. The abrupt jump into     

e-learning has challenged all of us - and we 
want to hear from you about your family's 

experience. Thank you for your feedback!  If 
you have more than one child in a D63 

school, please complete a separate       
survey for each student.                       

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: MONDAY, JUNE 15.                                    
English Language Survey 

Encuesta en Español 

Registration for 2020-2021:                 

1st-8th Grade Returning     

Student Registration 

OPEN NOW! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information visit 

www.emsd63.org          

“Although many             
in-person summer        

programs have been    
canceled this summer, 
you can still count on 

D63 to provide quality 
programming to keep 

your children engaged. 
Expanded Learning    

Summer Camp Academy 
is hosting a virtual camp program available 

to all EMSD63 families free of charge.     
Activities will be posted each week on the 
Expanded Learning Summer website. Camp 
Kits are available for purchase and come 

with individualized supplies for the upcoming 
week, personalized for each camper, and 

delivered to the campers’ home!                                                 
Click here to request a Camp Kit.”    

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/elearnparent
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/elearnpadres
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsa-sc6Aag7oWtA8W8ODRT-iua0GaWaXpirrraavBTR5hAeA/viewform
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A Note From the Assistant Principal 

 
Dear Twain Families, 
 

Although this year ended unpredictably, there are many reasons to celebrate. Throughout 
this school year, we have had the privilege of watching the students and have been     
overwhelmed by their hard work, dedication and resilience. The start of the year was a 
new experience for everyone as we combined students and staff from multiple buildings 
in the district. We are pleased with how smooth the transition went. Students formed new 
friendships, teachers and students created strong bonds and staff developed enduring 

collegial relationships. We also want to recognize you for your endless support, especially as we navigated 
into the uncharted territory of e-learning. We appreciate all that you’ve done. We couldn’t have done it        
without you.  We continue to wait for guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education as we plan for 
school in the fall. We know that this uncertainty brings many unanswered questions. Thank you for your        
patience. We will keep you updated on any new information as soon as it becomes available.  
 

Although the academic year has ended, please continue to provide learning opportunities for your children. 
Below are some educational virtual field trips that you and your children may enjoy. 
 

San Diego Zoo - https://kids.sandiegozoo.org/videos                                                                                     
Stellarium Web - https://stellarium-web.org/                                                                                                                  
Volcanoes- https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/index.html                                                                                                          
Boston Children’s Museum - https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour                                       
The Smithsonian - https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour 

 

Have a wonderful summer! Stay safe and be well! 
 

Warmly, 
Mr. Sussman and Mrs. Eydis 

 
If your child will be five years old on or be-
fore September 1, 2020 it's time to register 
for kindergarten! 
  

Due to school closures this spring, all                
kindergarten registration will be done online.   
  

Visit our Kindergarten     
Registration Page to get 

started 

 

https://kids.sandiegozoo.org/videos
https://stellarium-web.org/
https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/index.html
https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://www.emsd63.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3309
https://www.emsd63.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3309
https://www.emsd63.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3309
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It's hard to believe the end of the school year is here already! Our     
students made a great transition to e-learning and kept the learning 
going from home. We are very proud of their accomplishments and 
progress this year. We encourage our students to keep working           
throughout the summer to prepare for fifth grade. Students should be 
reading and practicing math facts daily. We wish all our students and 
families a safe and happy summer!  
 
Sincerely,  
Ms. Atci, Ms. Schlebecker, and Mrs. Tzakis  
 

The 5th grade team would like to start by thanking all of our 5th grade 
families for all of your support during E-Learning. We know it has been 
a very stressful time and we could not have done it without you. During      
E-Learning the students were able to continue our reading workshop 
program: Fantasy Book Clubs. We will be concluding our Fantasy Book 
Clubs in which students were able to read various novels and focus on 
elements of a fantasy book. Each week we met in virtual meetings to     
discuss the stories and their elements of fantasy. We also continued 
working on Module 5 in Eureka Math, which covered volume and area     

of regular and irregular shapes, using the area model to multiply mixed number fractions.  As          
always, real world problems were applied to these concepts. Students participated in a variety     
of hands-on activities through research and inquiry and were able to post their results in             
science. It looks like they had fun. 
 

We hope to see all our 5th grade families at the Mark Twain 5th Grade Promotional Parade, 
Thursday, June 11 (6:30 - 7:30 PM) for a final good-bye and send off to middle school. We know 
our students are off to great things.  Have a wonderful summer!  
 

Be Safe, 
Be Well, 
Be Kind! 
 

The Fifth Grade Team 
Mrs. Banas 
Ms. Johnson 
Ms. Starkopf 

On March 5, the District 63 Board of Education took a final vote 
on new arrival and dismissal times for the 2020-2021 school 

year. They are: 

Gemini Middle School: 8:25 a.m. - 3:25 p.m.    
Elementary Schools:  7:55 a.m. - 2:25 p.m. 
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Library News 
 
It’s been an unusual last semester for our Library classes, but your      
students rose to the challenge! Library classes have practiced             
keyboarding skills, explored the power of GoogleEarth, looked over 
some new sites, and learned some coding! 
 
I hope many of our students will join Niles Maine Public Library’s Summer Reading program. Each 
summer, several Mark Twain students participate, and this year, the entire program can be        
completed from your own home! 
 
Here’s the link that will explain the program: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS3Xtskdi98&feature=emb_logo 

 

And remember, encourage your children to READ!!! 
 
-Mrs. Stone, Librarian 
 

Literacy News 
 
Hello Families, 
 

Summer is just around the corner!! We would like to share some additional tips to help 
prevent your child from the “summer slide”. The “summer slide” is a phrase used to describe 
regression that happens to many students during summer break. Four tips are shared below! 
 
 Let kids read what they want!  If children aren’t enjoying what they read, they won’t 

gain much from it.  As long as they are reading, they are learning! 
 Make time for smart play!  Smart play includes games and puzzles that keep children 

engaged and require some brain power, without being too overwhelming. 
 Get out of the house!  Read in a park.  Visit a historic site (if they are open, of course). 
 Use your imagination!  Create a dramatic play based on a book you have read together or 

encourage your children to pretend to be superheroes! 
 
We hope you and your family stay safe and healthy this summer!  
 
Stay well, 
 
Michelle Boston (Interventionist) 
mboston@emsd63.org 
 
Pamela Sarandos (Literacy Specialist) 
psarandos@emsd63.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS3Xtskdi98&feature=emb_logo
mailto:mboston@emsd63.org
mailto:psarandos@emsd63.org
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Notes from your Nurse:  
 
 
 
June 2020: 
 

Notes from the District 63 Nurses: 
 

Health Information for Families for 2020/2021 School Year: 
 

Requirements for Students: 
 

New Students to D63 or Kindergarten:     
 

 Illinois Physical with up to date immunizations - due BEFORE the first day of school. 
 Dental exam form (Due by May 15, 2021) 
 Vision exam form completed by Optometrist or Ophthalmologist (Due by October 15,2020) 
Second Grade:  Dental exam form (Due May 15, 2021) 
 

6th Grade:  Illinois Physical with up to date immunizations-due before the first day of school. 
                   Dental exam form (Due May 15, 2021) 
 

Your child will NOT be able to start school without their physicals and immunizations  
(K, New Students and 6th only) 
 
Please email (scan) or fax all health forms to the Nurse from your student’s school. 
Timon Jandora- tjandora@emsd63.org  Fax- 847.296.5345                                                                                     

Link for Health forms: https://www.emsd63.org/Domain/658 

THANK YOU!  
Stay healthy and safe! 

Band and Orchestra Recruitment 

With the current situation the music department have created a video to promote 

band/orchestra and a Google Form for parents to register.   

VIDEO: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fbPYXrytRVEZM_4LnXLA3VjsocRThCs9/view  

FORM: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAy3NpZXtTWrdrEsQynyKOfwsIHb2CJZlKRxPt1xzhSgIDPA/viewform  

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to teach Music.                                                                                                       

D63 Instrumental Music Department  

mailto:tjandora@emsd63.org
https://www.emsd63.org/Domain/658
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fbPYXrytRVEZM_4LnXLA3VjsocRThCs9/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAy3NpZXtTWrdrEsQynyKOfwsIHb2CJZlKRxPt1xzhSgIDPA/viewform
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During this challenging time, we've put together this list of local resources. We'll add 

new content as we learn more - and be mindful that services may change, end, expand, or 

more over the coming days - and information included below, while accurate when posted, 

may become out of date. 

Check the links provided and always call first. 

                                                                                                  Food                                                                                                                                 
Catholic Charities of Des Plaines. 1717 Rand Road, Des Plaines. Open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. and            

1-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-6 p.m. Bring an ID; food distributed via a car line. Call 847.376.2100.                   

Maine Township Food Pantry. 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge. During this time, the Pantry is serving residents Monday-Friday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. However, normal hours are Tuesday-Friday, 1-4 p.m. Call 847.297.2510 x 236 before you go. 

McAllister’s Deli 9465 North Milwaukee Avenue, Niles. Will provide two lunches for children per adult present. No purchase is 

required. Hours 10:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. but longer hours aren’t permanent. Call 847.423.2607 to check.  

Niles Township Food Pantry. 5255 Lincoln Ave, Skokie. Monday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday: 9:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9:30-11:30 a.m., 1-3:30 p.m., 4:30-6:30 p.m. Call 847.983.0073. 

Northwest Compass, Inc. Food Connection Program. 1300 West Northwest Highway, Mount Prospect. Open Monday & 

Tuesday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m, Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m., Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. -12 p.m.. CALL BEFORE YOU 

GO: 847.392.2344.  

Self Help Closet and Pantry of Des Plaines, 600 E. Algonquin Rd, Des Plaines.  Open Tuesdays, 12:30-3 p.m. and            

Saturdays 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Call 847.375.1443. 

Tap House, 1472 Market Street, Des Plaines. Kids eat free Monday – Friday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Free Brown Paper Bag Lunch for 

any K-12 child in need; just call ahead to schedule a pickup. Call 847.813.9996.                                                                                                                          

Utilities                                                                                                                                    

ComEd has suspended service disconnections for customers who cannot pay, and is waiving new late payment        

charges through at least May 1. It is also offering its most flexible payment arrangements and energy financial            

assistance - working with every customer on a case-by-case basis to find payment arrangements and identity the best fit.        

Visit ComEd.com or call 800.334.7661, Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Finally, a reminder that you can conduct regular      

business with ComEd online 24/7 or through the ComEd Mobile App.                                                                                                                           

Peoples Gas: Effective immediately, customer's service will not be disconnected for non-payment, at least through 

the end of March.  Contact Residential Customer Service at 866.556.6001, Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday,              

7 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                    

Internet: Check out our Low Cost Internet Webpage. Also, Comcast is offering comprehensive resources and support during 

this time with free service and more. 

Mental Health 

Niles Family Services, 999 Civic Center Drive, Niles. Although the office is currently closed, 24/7 crisis support will continue 

to be offered to Niles residents and/or students/families that attend a Niles School. Contact 847.588.8460 and follow prompts 

indicating this is an emergency/crisis situation to be connected with a crisis worker.  

Maine Township MaineStay Youth & Family Services.  MaineStay is offering telehealth services exclusively and continues 

to provide affordable counseling and psychiatric services via video or phone sessions. All fees for counseling services have          

temporarily been waived due to the financial hardship COVID-19 is causing for so many families. 

https://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/locations/catholic-charitiesdes-plaines/
https://mainetown.com/departments/food-pantry/
https://www.mcalistersdeli.com/locations/il/niles/9465-n-milwaukee-ave-102690?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=localmaps
https://nilestownshipgov.com/food-pantry/
http://northwestcompass.org/how-we-help/food-connection/
https://sites.google.com/view/closet-pantry-of-des-plaines
https://www.taphousegrills.com/des-plaines-tap-house-grill/
https://www.comed.com/News/Pages/coronavirus.aspx?utm_source=CoronavirusBanner&utm_medium=ComEdWebsite&utm_campaign=CoronavirusBanner
http://app.marketing.comed.com/e/er?utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Response&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=457678911&lid=618&elqTrackId=08da28993cd1424eb2c0ea15127eb8ed&elq=d238bad0a4724d57a4b018ed25782095&elqaid=1536&elqat=1
http://app.marketing.comed.com/e/er?utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Response&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=457678911&lid=1351&elqTrackId=bbb81c5de3494d068bd0c6816a5d912c&elq=d238bad0a4724d57a4b018ed25782095&elqaid=1536&elqat=1
https://www.wecenergygroup.com/home/safety-message.htm
https://www.emsd63.org/Domain/912
https://corporate.comcast.com/covid-19
https://corporate.comcast.com/covid-19
https://www.vniles.com/259/Family-Services
https://mainetown.com/departments/mainestay/counseling/
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Twain Cougars PTO 

 

Join Mark Twain’s PTO! 

2019-2020 
PTO is Parents and Teachers working together to plan and organize fun and educational activities 

and events for our children. 

The membership fee is $10.00.  Please make checks payable to Mark Twain PTO, and fill out this 

form. 

 

Parent Name:   ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ______________________________________________ 
Email Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Contact: 

            ______Call                         ______Email                               _______Text 

 

Student Name: _______________________________  Homeroom# ________ Grade:   _____ 

Student Name: _______________________________  Homeroom# _______  Grade:   _____ 

Student Name: ________________________________ Homeroom# _______  Grade:   _____ 

Student Name: ________________________________ Homeroom# ________  Grade:  _____ 

 

Please contact the office with any questions at 847-297-5341 

Thank you for your support! 


